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997 April 23, 1920. 

BOTULISM A REPORTABLE DISEASE IN CALIFORNIA. 

The State board of health of California has declared botulism a 
reportable disease, and has instructed physicians of the State to 
fiiake prompt reports of the disease to the local health officer, who, 
in turn, is requested to report by telegraph to the State board of 
health. The circular sent out to the local health officers details the 
principal symptoms, those having to do with the nervous system, 
and states that "the most common diseases which are confused with 
botulism are acute poliomyelitis, nervous syphilis, bulbar paralysis, 
poisoning from alcohol, and fish poisoning." 

It would be well if other States should follow the lead of Oregon 
and California in making botulism a reportable disease. By doing 
so the State health authorities would obtain valuable epidemiological 
data in regard to this disease, as well as definite information as to the 
causative food factors involved in each case. 
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